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his successors had compelled the Church to contribute a quota
of fighting men. The quota was never very large and at
the most amounted to slightly over three thousand men,
among whom were very few knights. Such a contribution
was far below the number that the possessions of the Church
warranted, for it was at one time the largest landowner in the
Latin states. The ecclesiastics successfully resisted attempts
to raise the quota to a standard which corresponded with that
imposed on the temporal lords, and the Patriarch of Jerusalem,
his four archbishops, and the other great prelates in the
kingdom were frequently in dispute over the provision even
of three thousand men.
As in Europe, the Church had its own judiciary, for a
priest was sacred and could not be judged by a layman without
sacrilege. The ecclesiastical courts were always more lenient
than the secular courts, and in consequence criminals often
claimed to be the servants of the Church and demanded to be
transferred to the tribunal of the Church for judgment. The
ecclesiastical courts did not confine themselves to cases in
which ecclesiastics or alleged ecclesiastics were involved, If
a man was charged with blasphemy or with heresy, the Church
dealt with him, whether or not he were an ecclesiastic
Similarly, sorcery was the affair of the Church* The Church
had forbidden usury, enacting that ** manifest usurers shall
not be received to communion at the altar nor shall any of
them receive Christian burial, or even oblation, if they shall
die in this sin"; and all accused usurers came before the
ecclesiastical courts, of which at least one was maintained in
every bishopric*
Before a man made a will, the Church claimed that he
must confess, otherwise his will was void (this was a most
convenient arrangement, as the priest who confessed a man
about to make a will was usually able to ensure that the
Church was not forgotten, and it became almost an obligation
to bequeath money,or land to the Church). As a sacrament